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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Papers 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): I call Hon Philip Gardiner. Before the member begins, I remind 
members that it is his inaugural speech and the usual courtesies should be followed.  

HON PHILIP GARDINER (Agricultural) [7.32 pm]: Mr President and honourable members, I acknowledge 
the traditional ownership of the Nyoongah, whose ground I stand on, and it is my privilege to have you here 
while I make my first address in this chamber. As I was crossing the crosswalk approaching Parliament House 
this morning, on the top south-west corner of the building were two kookaburras belting out the strongest laughs 
I could have hoped to have heard. I thought, �Is this an omen?� I am making a speech that will not be 90 per cent 
presentation and 10 per cent content, of which most speeches are made; this speech will be the opposite, and I 
request members� indulgence.  

For me politics is not an endgame in itself. Instead, like business, where, with hard work, profits fall out the 
bottom if the business strategy and implementation is sound, my goal in politics is to advance the interests, issue 
by issue, for the people of Western Australia. This was the oath that I made in the presence of the Governor and 
upper house colleagues. If this can be done with honesty, fairness and equity, the benefit to our state and country 
will similarly emerge.  

I am here because of the ruthless exercise of democratic power to achieve a political balance of power that has 
placed me in a position in which I can assist in making a difference. Even without my physical absence, this 
difference has begun to be made. It will particularly benefit regional Western Australia from where the bulk, as 
we all know�37 per cent�of Australian exports originate. It is rewarding because I agreed to Brendon Grylls�s 
request to stand as No 2 on the National Party�s Agricultural Region upper house ticket on the outside possibility 
that the party could gain the balance of power. History records the outcome and the positive consequences to 
date.  

The dilapidated plight of regional Western Australia became evident to me during my campaign for the federal 
seat of O�Connor, which encompassed most of the Agricultural Region in Western Australia, during the 2007 
federal election. This region has expanded a bit now to encompass Kalbarri in the north to Albany in the south, 
from the Indian Ocean north of Cervantes in the west, to Mullewa, Merredin, Lake King and Hopetoun in the 
east. It struck me most objectively on the Friday before the federal election when I was reading The West 
Australian and I noticed the list of polling booths in O�Connor. There were two and a half columns of them. I 
thought that that was a lot but there would probably be more in Kalgoorlie. There were only one and a half 
columns of polling booths in Kalgoorlie. All the other electorates in this state had fewer. The interesting thing 
about polling booths is that they are located in towns and suburbs that each require basically the same social and 
physical infrastructure, be it primary schools, pools, sporting grounds and so on�not all of them but most. When 
I got back to Moora that evening, I looked in the Australian Electoral Commission report to check the other 
electorate polling booths. To my surprise, O�Connor had 17.5 per cent more polling booths than any other 
electorate in the country. The relevance of this is that the incumbent was saying how the electorate was doing so 
well by getting fourth highest expenditure for this and one-tenth for that and so on, which I thought was pretty 
good too. That regional part of Western Australia was being underdone because we should have had 17.5 per 
cent more than any other electorate. This was the clearest factual base that supported the hearsay impression that 
I had gathered as I was campaigning and doorknocking throughout the O�Connor electorate. The royalties for 
regions strategy to which I had already been privy was not a stunt; it was genuine and very much needed.  

Being raised in a farming family in the country in a regional district such as Moora, community self-help 
permeates the value system that is so critical to the survival and growth of country communities. My late father, 
Warren Gardiner, was an ex-serviceman in World War II. He was denied a proper education following his father 
being unfairly hit by the effects of the Depression when the partner in his firm left him with all the debts. With 
the support of his wife, Lillian, nee Kingston, now called Betty, who took the brave road of leaving the city for 
the isolated yet strong community of the country, my parents were determined that their two children would have 
the education he missed. As a consequence, they commenced their sons� primary education at Moora and then at 
Guildford Grammar School for their secondary schooling. They did not have any material equity, yet they were 
able to buy Noondine, which was part of the original Gardiner land taken up as early settlers of Moora, from my 
father�s uncle against 100 per cent vendor finance very generously given. They lived reasonably comfortably, 
sent two boys to board at a private school and supported one at university, all the while holding their family 
firmly together. Real incomes in agriculture were different then. It is very difficult to achieve that from 
agriculture now without further adding seriously to debt. 
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My father�s grandfather, James Gardiner, served as a member of the Western Australian Parliament during the 
early 1900s, first as Colonial Treasurer in Sir Walter James�s government in 1902. In 1913�I was pleased to 
have this confirmed tonight by Mr Del Willmott�he became the first parliamentary leader of the Country Party, 
the predecessor of the Nationals, anywhere in Australia. His parliamentary record included a short period as 
Speaker of the lower house in 1917 before resigning due to his own deteriorating health and that of his wife. I 
have read some of his speeches in Hansard recently. I trust that I can serve with the valour and honesty that he 
brought to the Parliament in the interests of the people of Western Australia. My brother, Colin, after a 
distinguished school career at Guildford Grammar School, forsook a scholarship to the University of Western 
Australia to return to the family farm at Moora, where he farms today. Each of us faces different forks in the 
road we traverse as part of life, as we have heard from those who have already made their first speeches. Allow 
me to give members a little of my background. I will then briefly address five topics�the role of the upper 
house; the relevance of regional Western Australia; regional social infrastructure needs; rural crime and family 
dysfunction; and climate dynamics and agriculture.  

After graduating from Guildford Grammar School in 1964, I was fortunate to receive scholarships to study 
agricultural science at the University of Western Australia. I completed agriculture economics in 1969. During 
this time I was also fortunate to have been a resident at St George�s College with a number of current 
parliamentary colleagues, and a playing member of the University Football Club during a particularly 
distinguished period of its history. Having been educated this far, I thought that it would be a waste to return to 
farming forthwith. Following graduation in 1969, I obtained a trainee position as a computer programmer with 
the commonwealth Department of Trade and Industry in Canberra. This path was cut short when I was awarded 
a Rotary graduate fellowship that allowed me to attend Harvard�s European centre at the time, Institut pour les 
Methodes de Direction de l�Enterprise�with the acronym IMEDE�in Lausanne in French-speaking 
Switzerland. I completed a Master of Business Administration in 1972. It was here that I found another serious 
fork in the road. After three to four months of the program, a research associate at IMEDE, an Australian, asked 
me what I was thinking of doing after graduating. We had been doing case studies about cost�cost control and 
cost accounting�which I found concise, compartmentalised and important for managing a business. So I said 
�cost accounting�. With some dismay, he said that I should consider finance, about which I knew virtually 
nothing. I began investigating this subject area. As a consequence, it was there that I learned about the basics and 
some of the intricacies of the foreign exchange market and banking principles. I will never forget the occasion of 
the discovery that the calculation of forward exchange rates had nothing to do with exchange rate expectations; it 
was all to do with mathematical differences between interest rates of the currencies involved.  

Returning home to Moora at the end of 1972, I proceeded to apply for positions in merchant banks, as non-bank 
organisations were then termed, after the British model. The best offer I got was from a Citibank offshoot in 
Sydney. The person said to me over the telephone�I was in Moora at the time��Next time you�re in Sydney, 
call in for an interview.� This I did, and it was my good fortune to procure a trainee marketing officer position. 
The real implication of telling members about this is that, while I was talking to a prospective client in Sydney in 
1974, he asked about a new transaction structure for covering the foreign exchange exposure of non-trade items. 
The market was extremely regulated in those days. The Reserve Bank took all the net risk from the trading banks 
and the banks had a very easy time, but capital commitments could not be covered. My education and research 
about foreign exchange all came home to roost. However, this time it was frustrated by a senior executive at City 
National Securities who declined to spend money on senior legal opinion to clear the way through the maze of 
the Reserve Bank�s authorisation letter, the commonwealth of Australia�s Insurance Act, the Gaming and Betting 
Act of New South Wales and the Stamp Duties Act of New South Wales. It was clear to me that foreign 
exchange was neither insurance nor gaming and betting in that defined sense. Similarly resiling from this 
perception were two firms that I had learned about from my English brother-in-law�GH Michell and Sons, a 
wool broker and top wool manufacturer in Adelaide, and Meares and Philips, a former medium-sized 
stockbroker in Sydney. They hired me. We found the legal way through and we developed a sustainable hedge 
contract document based on a mix of language and law prepared by well-known Sydney lawyer Alexo Vrisakis 
and his assistant, now Justice Robert Macfarlan. This currency hedge market developed well in Australia 
between 1975 and 1978. At this time Meares, Michell, Elders�as the firm had become�and I separated over 
what I felt was an ethical issue. I was fortunate that merchant banks had now recognised that currency hedging 
was a valid instrument for corporations to manage their exchange risk.  

In early 1978 I accepted an offer from Hill Samuel Australia Ltd, becoming a director in 1981. In 1985, when 
Hill Samuel became Macquarie Bank, I was a founding director of the main board. At Macquarie, I have had the 
privilege of working with many fine people. I remained on the board until 1994�I had returned to farm at 
Moora six years earlier. It was an experience where we had taken on the large Australian commercial banks; the 
Australian dollar had become part of the world�s foreign exchange market giving Australia�s exporters and 
importers, foreign currency borrowers and Australian investors with overseas assets the ability to manage their 
foreign exchange risks; I had assisted my friend and colleague Clive Carroll build the bullion and gold arbitrage 
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market in Australia and overseas; and played a collective part in building the Hill Samuel-Macquarie culture. It 
had been a career accident, but a good one. In 1988 I was back doing what I most enjoyed, the challenge of one 
of the most difficult professions�farming grain and sheep for wool as well as sheep breeding. I continued my 
eastern states board involvement for a further 10 years with midnight flights, at times up to three times a week, 
but outside the system I was losing touch and, in the end, it just became too difficult.  

I turn now to the relevance of the upper house of the Western Australian Parliament. There have been times I 
have watched political proceedings where I have despaired at what I had identified as democratic dictatorship, 
where the executive has become so strong and party discipline so complete that I felt there was a political failure 
in the essential principles of democracy. I have also despaired with the party lines along which much of the 
upper houses of Parliament across the country operate. I am aware of frustration as felt by members of the lower 
house when the composition of upper houses cause simplistic political obstructionism and power plays rather 
than working to make effective, sound law from the bills submitted. Rigid party discipline applying to the upper 
house defeats the purpose of that chamber. I recommend all parliamentarians read the recent book published by 
University of Western Australia Press entitled Restraining Elective Dictatorship: The Upper House Solution? by 
Aroney, Prasser and Nethercote. One commentator, James Madison, wrote � 

When the legislation is unified it wields a dominant, unbalanced power over the other branches of 
government.  

This is too dangerous for true democracy. I am committed to the upper house being a house of review which can 
work openly with legislative framers in the lower house and make independent judgement to bring effective law 
to the people of Western Australia to enhance their lives.  

How relevant is regional Western Australia to the state and the country? Regional Western Australia contributes 
around 23 per cent of the state�s economy but 90 per cent of the state�s and 37 per cent of the country�s foreign 
exchange earnings. Without foreign exchange earnings, the state and the country could not afford the consumer 
and capital imports that underpin Western Australia�s and Australia�s standard of living. These Western 
Australian foreign exchange earnings are at a level much higher per head than those in any other part of the 
country. The relevance of regional Western Australia to the state is more recognised, especially since the 
election of 7 September 2008. This economic relevance is important to Western Australia but it is just as 
important to Australia. Like the royalties for regions strategy, it is important to the citizens of Western Australia 
that the state receives a true share of the tax distribution from national revenue collections under our federal 
system. This has been a difficult realisation to achieve over a number of state governments, but it was gratifying 
when the Gallop-led state government and Eric Ripper-led Treasury negotiated with a Liberal-led federal 
government an additional nearly $250 million distribution to the state. I know that there is significantly more 
work to be done in this area and that Treasurer Buswell is pursuing this with renewed vigour, and I shall try to 
give him every support. How much of this output revenue contributes to net wealth in regional Western 
Australia? Not a lot. Despite the mining company contributions, mining revenue mostly flows out of the regions 
exacerbated by fly in, fly outs and the non-regional shareholding of mining companies. Agriculture in particular 
is unable to compete for labour at the levels paid by the mining industry. Historically, surpluses generated by 
agriculture mostly leave the outlying regional areas and gravitate to Perth or coastal cities where, in general, 
there is less risk, and tax-free capital appreciation is much more likely. With a capital gains tax incentive for 
principal residences, rational economic behaviour causes the movement of capital to these places where there are 
generally more buoyant and more liquid property prices. Homes built on farm properties rarely add value to the 
property, a discouragement to make large capital investments in on-property homes. Men and women who seek 
to make a mainstream contribution have a much higher degree of difficulty than their city counterparts: extra 
travel at all hours of the day and night, unreliable telecommunications, particularly mobile phone coverage, and 
limitations on health and education. Universal mobile telephone communication and internet access across 
regional Western Australia should now be considered a basic need. It is the first plank of a health policy. Indeed, 
it is the first platform of health treatment, security and information and participatory equality with city 
counterparts. These deficiencies also explain the huge volunteer contribution of citizens living in regional 
Western Australia. Some of this regional volunteer contribution would, if calculated, be material I believe to the 
state�s gross national product.  

The third area is crime, the symptom of core social infrastructure deficiency. Petty yet serious crime is endemic 
in many towns across agricultural regional Western Australia. My experience, as a result of extensive 
doorknocking throughout country areas, is that the cause is the high level of family dysfunction in many of these 
towns among both non-Indigenous and Indigenous families. Typical of these towns are the Cities of Geraldton 
and Albany and the towns of Narrogin, Mt Barker, Kellerberrin and Moora and more. Crime is a symptom, not a 
cause. The cause is much deeper and the amazing feature of this is that we as a society and previous 
governments that have meant to act for society have failed to recognise the intimacy of this relationship. People 
are not born criminals. If it were so, we would have to believe that Indigenous people, who in Geraldton 
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comprise something like 90 to 95 per cent of the incarcerated population, are born criminals. There is absolutely 
no foundation for believing this. What we can believe is that they, like their non-Indigenous brothers, do not 
have the same access to opportunities that many of the rest of us have as a result of the circumstances through 
which they have grown. We may be born equal of flesh and blood, but we are not born having equal access to 
opportunities. Each of us in these regional communities shares the responsibility for such dysfunction arising. 
The same could be said for city dysfunction. For the most part up to now, the community has not felt 
responsible. We have considered it to be someone else�s problem and often looked too much towards 
government. The genesis of the solution I outline is bottoms up from information that surrounds the reality of 
pressures of everyday living. It will not work if it comes from the top, as it has often in the past, even with the 
best of intentions. The solution must feel these pressures if it is to make the difference we all believe needs to be 
made. Individually, we can work hard but make only a small difference. The whole community must become 
involved to develop a plan. Police doing very good work comprise only part of the answer. Dealing with this 
issue across regional Western Australia, and Perth demands different approaches in different places. In 
agricultural terms, it is like the problem our land has with salinity. It is deep and ingrained. One solution does not 
fit all. Learning continues unmitigated. Different solutions are required for different circumstances and solutions 
are difficult to realise. The solution to social dysfunction in the Kimberley will be quite different from the 
solutions in each of the towns or cities in the agricultural belt of Western Australia, which will be different again 
from those of Perth.  

The plan I have in mind has two parts: first, an integrated, comprehensive generational plan with a time horizon 
of 21 years, commencing at the time the child is born. The crucial period of our character formation is zero to 
seven and eight years of age. Second, we need an amelioration plan to deal as best can be done with the 
community failure we already have and in which we are currently living. For people like me who are beyond 
eight years of age and closer to 65, we can only ameliorate their behaviour if it has been affected by family 
dysfunction or in any other way. The drivers of the plan are threefold: firstly, it must be community driven; it 
must be comprehensive; and it must be integrated and tailored to the community characteristics; therefore, it 
must be developed by the community. Secondly, it must have delegated authority for implementation to the 
respective local government authorities. Thirdly, funding must come from the state and commonwealth, with the 
state having an audit function from prior to commencing the plan to checking against milestones, because we 
want to know with the plan whether we are progressing or not. This plan will require a unique political time 
horizon of 21 years, yet it is crucial, I believe, to the wellbeing of our society. I am aware that there are some 
measures along this way that are already being implemented, but not comprehensively and not in a delegated 
way.  

We already have people in regional Western Australia who have special expertise working with mothers who 
have children in their formative years. But their new social technology is fighting to be recognised for funding. I 
contend that such a solution has the capacity to give a high social and financial return to such government 
investment to improve our society, increase respect for our police services and reduce our need for the scale of 
jails and detention centres currently envisaged. Calculations I have made suggest that for a regional town of 
around 2 500 people, expenditure of $500 000 to $700 000 per annum under the plan will save explicit and 
opportunity costs exceeding $3 million. I do not believe this one country town�s experience to be unique and the 
model with adaptation could extend to city communities. What are some of the implementation implications? 
Leadership of this strategy must come from the local government authority. Ownership of the plan will then be 
by the community and the local government authority. The plan will have as its foundation platform provision of 
social worker/psychologist resources to assist mothers to manage their homes and bring up their children during 
the crucial zero to eight years of age to instil into their child the sense to achieve, so that at 18 to 21 years their 
children will have access to the opportunities that are available to us all. But how useless would it be having 
resources to assist mothers from the time of their pregnancy or birth of their child to provide a secure, emotional 
upbringing through the crucial zero to eight years if there was not similar attention being given to alcohol 
control? I think all alcoholic beverages, by the way, should bear labels confirming alcohol is a health hazard. 
Assistance is needed to address anger management, drug dependence redirection, employment, long-term 
unemployment, savings incentives, and mothers becoming pregnant at a time when they are too young and do 
not have sufficient resources to nurture and rear their children. The former federal government�s baby bonus, for 
example, stimulates family dysfunction in low socioeconomic areas and needs restructuring. Children born to 
young women are increasing in many regional towns, according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics. In the 
lower socioeconomic Geraldton suburbs of Rangeway and Spalding especially, but also Lockyer in Albany, 
when the issue arose in discussion, both Indigenous and non-Indigenous residents wanted to do away with the 
baby bonus in its current form. In low socioeconomic communities it leads to young 14 to 16-year-old women 
having children to get the baby bonus. For structural reasons, these families are most prone to becoming 
dysfunctional. Collectively, many of their children are like a storm cloud on the 10-year horizon as far as 
juvenile crime and subsequently adult crime is concerned.  
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What is the biggest impediment? This is highly relevant to each of us in this place. It is the silo structure, I 
believe, of our government-managed departments. The plan I describe is predicated on cutting across those silo 
boundaries, because without having an integrated, comprehensive, appropriately resourced solution it will not 
work. I have already seen signs that the Premier and some public servants are thinking this way. Much of what I 
am explaining is encapsulated in the following story. The primary school catchment for Geraldton Senior 
College has about 2 000 Indigenous students. Recent chronology of Indigenous students presenting through the 
secondary school years was about 80 students in year 10, 50 in year 11, 32 in year 12�but that was the 
beginning of year 12; by the end of year 12, there were seven and none of those seven students passed the 
tertiary entrance examination. Does this have any linkage to the 90 to 95 per cent Indigenous rate of those 
incarcerated at Greenough Regional Prison? This is a classic example of future crime being the symptom and 
social infrastructure being the cause. Only when crime becomes sufficiently debilitating for communities will the 
drive for them to become fully engaged, I believe, occur. It is a community problem, and we are in a position to 
help solve it.  

The fourth issue is government and its involvement in agriculture infrastructure. The major economic activity of 
the Agricultural Region electorate is agriculture and its supporting businesses. Of fisheries, forestry and 
agriculture, agriculture comprises about 92 per cent of output by value. Government has a distinct role to assist 
agriculture and fisheries in a catalytic way with its governance, strategic market structures and eradication of 
diseases and pests. Agriculture is the home of small business. Economic theory of the firm, as Paul Samuelson 
taught us in his text Economics, portrays agriculture as the closest to perfect competition of all industries�small 
firms, freely communicated technical information, innovation transparency, nearly always price takers, lack of 
market differentiation, and a culture of management independence rather than corporate cooperation. No firm 
has the power to influence its marketing positioning in perfect competition. Individual firms are simply too small 
to build a sustainable competitive advantage in their markets, especially in bulk agricultural products. Where 
market differentiation is able to occur, it is precious. Agriculture has always talked of price making to enhance 
the returns to farmers but has rarely achieved it. When we do, it is often not recognised. I have been involved in 
both wheat and wool where market differentiation for the producer has been achieved. The former was under a 
single-desk marketing system�I am sure I will experience views different from that in this place�with a bulk 
commodity and an integrated paddock-to-market quality assured system. The latter was with a small-sized 
specialist developed product whereby the wool demonstrated superior processing performance. I have directly 
partaken in selling both wheat and wool directly to international markets.  

The sustainable advantage captured by the marketing of our wheat was undermined when the cooperative 
structure of its marketing arm was dismembered commencing in the early 1990s. As a dissenting member of the 
Australian Wheat Board, I opposed in writing the corporatisation model developed by investment bankers with 
industry leaders naive to its implications at the time. As a consequence, my appointment soon after was not 
renewed. Corporatisation with all its conflicts of interest was concluded in 1999, with final dismantlement in 
2008. The most unfortunate part of this decision was that it was made with naiveté and ideology and in the 
absence of rigorous commercial analysis. Due to a lack of funding to bring together the authors of the various 
reports about single-desk marketing performance, nearly all of which determined it gave value to wheat growers, 
the differences between them and those who thought it was a disadvantage for wheat growers could not be 
analysed to find the reality as facts would best allow. A commercial conclusion falling either way could then 
have been justified. As a consequence, the dismantlement was structurally and politically driven and lacked 
commercial justification. A government having commercial priorities serving the industry would have acted 
differently.  

The wool industry has languished for 40 to 50 years as a result of the vested interests of growers, auction house 
agents, exporters and processors. During the late 1980s and early 1990s when the floor price scheme for wool 
was causing a huge build-up of stock, all I could hear from ministers and senior public servants was that 
leadership must come from the industry. The problem was that the industry did not have the commercial and 
market sophistication to understand the implications of its inaction. Again, the resources were not available to 
fund independent, competent analysis, nor was there catalytic government leadership. I should add that the wool 
industry, despite being at yet another of its low points, has a future, and I declare an interest here. The solution 
for wool is simple with two parts�develop a fibre-specific brand strategy, especially one that focuses on next-
to-the-skin wear; and develop a value chain quality assurance along one of the longest value chains of any 
industry in the world. The brand strategy will require investment; the quality assurance will be cheap to 
implement and will be effective. As an aside, the industry must cease mulesing; in my view, the debate is a 
current market distraction to the main marketing game.  

Each of the wheat and wool cases is similar, but not the same. The similarity is that rigorous independent 
examination was either not sought or could not be afforded. A few voices making loud rhetoric, aided by the 
press, had the superior impact, together with some fortunate political timing that could win the day. The critical 
analysis fell short; the truth was not pursued to the point that it yielded a non-ideological commercial solution. 
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Funds to pay for independent analysis were not forthcoming. Catalytic leadership from government was absent. 
The agricultural constituency was rendered ill-informed. There was no plebiscite process by which the industry 
could elect options for action. Politics took over commercial decision-making; it is the classic case of a good 
scorer winning the day over a good player. These cases exemplify the core issue facing agricultural production. 
Our major problem is not with production. What we are forgoing is the value-adding arising from poor strategic 
thinking beyond production. All the hard work of farmers is often being sold short. Even with arguably the best 
production technology in the world, it is governance and strategic market infrastructure that makes the 
productivity gap.  

At the extreme contra end, governments spend enormous sums investigating the industry structure and 
governance of the banking system and financial industry. The banking system in the western world is made up of 
relatively few big players; it is quite different from agriculture. Australia has shown outstanding leadership, as 
distinct from the USA, in directing governance of the banking system. The Australian model needs to be 
followed by government for the agricultural industry; not so much in a directing role, but in a catalytic role�
when I say catalytic role, I mean like a chemical reaction, in which a catalyst assists two parts to react�such that 
governments can assist the evolution of key decisions. Only then can the potential of agriculture be realised, and 
the industry made more attractive for young people to enter.  

I know that governance and strategic marketing excellence in agriculture can be achieved. The US cotton 
industry achieved strategic marketing excellence when it restored the proportion of cotton in US apparel from 
around 35 per cent in 1975 to 60 per cent in 1990, as recounted in the book, Cotton�s Renaissance: A Study in 
Market Innovation, by Jacobson and Smith, 2001. If the US cotton industry can turn itself around, so can 
Australia�s wool industry and other industries. Similar remarks about deficient governance practices can be made 
about the two agro-political farming organisations operating in Western Australia and federally in respect of the 
National Farmers� Federation. This has been damaging to the state, in my view. As in the situation to which I 
referred earlier, industries with larger firms have been more able to get their governance together. Members 
should look at the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia and the influence it has on 
government. None of these three agricultural organisations has the financial strength to hire or contract the 
resources to provide such analytical rigour for the key commercial decisions that need to be made for the 
industry.  
Catalytic leadership from government is similarly important to assist agriculture�s engagement with nature. 
Nature is unrelenting. It adapts at a much faster rate than we humans, especially farming humans. Tragically, 
much of the agricultural region has been contaminated by the introduction of pests, diseases, plants and viruses. 
Almost without exception, these have been introduced from environments foreign to Australia, particularly 
Western Australia, for which wonderful protection was provided by the Nullarbor Plain for so long. The decision 
to introduce these pests was largely made by the society of the day�by parliamentarians, through the measures 
they sanctioned, and through people�s willingness to accept into Australia foreign plants and animals that were 
not sufficiently well researched prior to their local adoption.  

Agriculture faces a similar threat from society with the potential introduction of genetically modified Roundup 
Ready varieties of canola. GM technology and its use in Western Australia are important. However, growing the 
Roundup Ready GM plants, crop plants with a glyphosate chemical that can be used to kill weeds but not the 
canola or other grain plants that have been bred to be resistant to the only knock-down chemical available to 
farmers, places grain growers at even more acute risk of weed resistance. Western Australia is already the 
world�s capital for crop weed resistance. Once a glyphosate-resistant weed crosses into a paddock, the whole 
paddock will become resistant to glyphosate within around five years. Roundup Ready grain crops should not be 
commercially grown until we have a fallback position for glyphosate.  

Controlling serious diseases and pests in Western Australian agriculture has in the past been attempted by 
governments with one hand tied behind their back, at expense to the taxpayer. The measures failed because they 
employed encouragement incentives only; this is not enough. Like nearly all policy measures, the eradication of 
pest regimes�such as footrot, lice, Johne�s disease, doublegee, Paterson�s curse and skeleton weed�requires a 
package of elements. The �carrot� approach needs to be joined with the �stick� approach, by which I mean 
heavy fines for non-compliance and complementary levies applied as appropriate. 

Members should remember that agriculture comprises the largest small business sector in the state. Most people 
in the sector value their independence dearly. Most care deeply about the long-term condition of their land, and 
most have a planning time horizon of five to 20 years. However, there are some who have little regard for the 
broader implications of their behaviour. This small group can wreak potentially damaging changes when 
passionately pursuing short-term causes for their own agendas.  

Unlike an industry composed of a few large corporations, small business needs a mechanism that can give it a 
template for industry ownership of solutions, given that informed, quality critical analysis is provided. 
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Government can play a role in assisting small business to develop mechanisms of countervailing commercial 
power. Following a process of critical analysis of any material issue, be it governance, marketing or pest-related, 
there is a simple mechanism for an affected industry area that is facing these serious issues. It is an electronic 
plebiscite system, through which a predetermined majority is applied, be it 50 per cent, 60 per cent or 75 per 
cent. Only a template of this kind will reflect the industry�s commercial and governance desires. 

I turn now to the topic of climate dynamics. The climate debate is being pilloried in the same way as religion. I 
remain intrigued about how our most forceful disagreements are on issues as significant as religion and climate 
change, neither of which can be proved 100 per cent. We believe what we want to believe, regardless of the best 
knowledge available at a given time.  

To briefly recount�I apologise if members are already familiar with these details�the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change, which was set up by the World Meteorological Organization and the United Nations 
Environment Programme, recognises vast complexities and balances of probability in reaching its conclusions. 
That is important. It bases its assessments mainly on published and peer-reviewed scientific and technical 
literature. The bad news from the IPCC is that, in its 2007 report�released nearly two years ago�it confirmed 
that warming of the climate system is unequivocal. These are very strong words. According to my notes, the 
report observed that of the more than 29 000 observational data series from 75 studies that show significant 
change in many physical and biological systems, 89 per cent are consistent with the direction of change expected 
as a response to warming.  

There is worse news. The report also observes that there is very high confidence��very high confidence� is 
defined as a chance of about nine out of 10�that the net effect of human activity since 1750 has been one of 
warming. Most of the observed increases in global average temperatures since the mid-twentieth century are 
very likely��very likely� is defined as a greater than 90 per cent chance�due to the observed increase in 
anthropogenic greenhouse gas concentrations; such gases include carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide. 
The report observes that carbon dioxide is the most important anthropogenic greenhouse gas, and that its annual 
emissions grew by about 80 per cent between 1970 and 2004. Carbon dioxide from fossil fuel use comprises 
59 per cent of the total greenhouse gas emissions over this period. Furthermore, the IPCC claims that over the 
past 50 years, the sum of solar and volcanic forcings would likely��likely� is defined as a greater than 66 per 
cent chance�have produced cooling. That is something I did not realise. It is the rate of change that is most 
threatening. Intuitively, it makes sense; it took millions of years for forests to create underground carbon sinks. 
We are concentrating millions of years into a few hundred as we draw on these sinks and exhume carbon dioxide 
into the air.  

We all know that the opposing view is that there is no global warming; that warming is due to climate variation 
that has always been there; or that warming has nothing to do with human behaviour. Professor Plimer�s best-
selling book is the most recent. As a book reviewer said only last Saturday on Radio National�s book review 
program, Plimer�s unmarked sources for his tables, inconsistencies and lack of substance for his various claims 
render the book meaningless for the true debate on climate change. There have been others. The public needs to 
be vigilant. In a recent assessment�regrettably, I have misplaced the source�of the publications for and against 
climate change in United States newspapers, it was revealed that the number of reports was 50-50 for and 
against; but whereas the pro-climate change writers all had peer reviews of their scientific papers, barely any of 
those against had such peer reviews. Peer review is the time-honoured academic way of preserving the veracity 
of scientific conclusions over rhetoric, yet it seems sadly forgotten in the climate change debate. 

May I put it to members this way? Would any of us board an aeroplane if there was a nine out of 10 chance of 
mechanical failure that would cause it to crash? Would any of us eat a food if there was a nine out of 10 chance 
that it had the potential to kill us? Would any of us place our entire net savings into a business if it had a nine out 
of 10 chance of totally failing? I contend that each of us would answer no to each of these questions! Therefore, 
the first consideration of climate change is risk management. Given the unequivocal �chance� of global warming 
occurring, the 90 per cent chance that it results from greenhouse gas emissions and that 59 per cent of 
greenhouse gas emissions comprise C02 released from fossil fuels, are we really willing to sit back and do 
nothing on the basis that it is either not happening or, if it is happening, that it is not caused by us; or do we 
accept that the do-nothing option is too big a risk? My view is that it is too big a risk for us to ignore. We will 
have to act in the belief that human activity is the main cause of climate change and global warming. Those who 
insist on not tackling climate change until it is 100 per cent proven that it is a result of human behaviour rather 
than sunspots or other solar forces, are taking an unconscionable risk. If in 20 to 30 years it is confirmed that it is 
caused by us, it will be too late�so late that a turnaround will have the most extreme economic consequences, 
far beyond those which the world economy has ever experienced. If CO2 emissions are not the cause, we can 
always unwind the climate abatement measures without irreversible costs. 

The second consideration is agriculture. Agriculture is yet to be understood by the former Kyoto Protocol 
architects, in particular the carbon cycle and soil carbon. Soil carbon, following research into lower cost 
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measurement techniques, will take on a new role, as will the value of on-farm trees such as oil mallees, new 
perennial species on which Australian plant research is just beginning and methane-reducing micro flora for 
ruminants such as cattle and sheep. All it needs is a carbon price at a level to make this commercially viable. I 
have done some of this work and it is somewhere between $40 to $50 per tonne CO2 equivalent. Those of us in 
agriculture and other industries who move first are the ones who are going to apply them to our own 
environments and new businesses and industries around them. My goal is that all fossil fuels and other costs 
should be priced to reflect their true cost. We need to accept also that global warming mitigation is going to cost 
us all initially. Australia must be sufficiently brave to lead with climate change mitigating strategies. Others will 
quickly follow. 

We must get an emissions trading scheme as soon as possible that can generate a carbon price. The greatest fault 
with the federal government�s scheme is that the government is not putting us as citizens sufficiently in touch 
with it, in my view. It is a big business show at this stage. An emissions trading scheme has to be both a 
household and business show, and I think it is so easy to do. I think that every business and household should be 
required to calculate their carbon footprint once per year, like filling out an income tax return, with a tax 
equivalent booklet showing carbon dioxide equivalent emissions for inputs we consume based on the science of 
the day. There will be some goods and services tax equivalent accounting in this as well, but at the same time the 
government determines the carbon emission target reduction level to which we must conform by the specified 
time period. The resulting net carbon credits and deficits of each household and business together with the 
carbon reduction targets set by government will immediately generate a market and carbon price. It will also 
stimulate innovation. Carbon permit auctions, protection of low-income households and carbon pollution 
reduction scheme mechanisms can all still operate within this template. The difference is that all households and 
businesses drive the emissions reduction. The carbon-reducing culture will quickly become deeply ingrained in 
society. From the current situation of greenhouse gas emissions tracking the IPCC�s worst-case scenarios of 
increasing CO2 equivalent emissions every year, we will turn it around to greenhouse gas emissions decreasing 
every year, the objective of Professor Penny Sackett, Australia�s Chief Scientist. 

Regional Western Australia, of anywhere in the country and possibly the world, has one of the greatest resources 
of reliable sunlight, wind, wave and geothermal capacity, and proximity to functional towns. It will not take 
much to make these sources baseload relevant. Solar power, in either its photovoltaic or reflective mirror 
technology, fits into adding baseload capacity, for example, by storing the resulting steam from daylight 
generation in geothermal bores from where it can be released to drive turbines during the night. Regional towns 
are largely aware of the potential they hold. They are waiting for government to recognise the value and 
opportunity. There are many opportunities for agriculture and the Agricultural Region, with the only condition 
that where carbon is unable to be measured, those elements of agriculture should be excluded until measurement 
can be defined. 

Members will be pleased that I am on my last page. 

We can make the world a better place for mankind. Outstanding leadership of the Barack Obama kind, and what 
we have here in Western Australia, will be required at the top, but at the lowest, we each have the actual or latent 
capacity for degrees of leadership within our immediate community sphere. Like the amount and colour of the 
hair on my head, I reflect those around me and those who preceded me. They may not always have endorsed or 
agreed with me�that is where I would have taken over. To my wonderful, courageous and strong wife, Jenny, 
and similarly our two sons, Charles, with his wife Natasha and their son Lukas working in a human resources 
consultancy in Melbourne, and James trading bullion and playing both his football and piano in Sydney�they 
sustain my inspiration. To my late father and mother, who at 91 years is unable to make this evening as she did 
the induction, I thank them for never displaying any expectation, but for giving me the unconditional love that 
gives the foundation of emotional security and an example of the capacity for work with little complaint. I thank 
my dear brother Colin and his wife and family for their sustained support. I thank our close friends who helped 
counsel me on this career change, notably A.C. Chaudhri, my wonderful friend of India, David Hutt, our English 
brother-in-law, Hon Wendy Duncan, and especially Brendon Grylls, together with those serving in this house 
and the other place who have got me here despite myself. I very much look forward to serving with each of you 
to advance the interests of the people of Western Australia and Australia. Thank you.  

[Applause.]  

The PRESIDENT: I call Hon Liz Behjat and I remind members that this is the honourable member�s inaugural 
speech and the usual courtesies should be followed.  

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [8.29 pm]: Mr President, I congratulate you on your election and I 
look forward to working closely with you over the next four years as I strive to make a positive and worthwhile 
contribution to the people of Western Australia as one of their elected parliamentary representatives. I also 
congratulate Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm on his election as Deputy President and Chairman of Committees and 
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look forward to working with him also. I pass on a huge vote of thanks to the Clerk of the house, Mr Malcolm 
Peacock, and the Deputy Clerk, Nigel Lake, and all the other officers of the Legislative Council for their expert 
advice and guidance during our induction sessions and the first sitting weeks, which has ensured that the new 
members have not made complete fools of themselves straightaway. No doubt, in some instances, that will come 
later and be of our own making.  

I do not know whether I can fully express in the time allotted to me what it actually means to me to have been 
elected to this house and what an honour it is to stand here today introducing myself as an elected representative 
of the North Metropolitan Region. I thank the electors for entrusting me with their votes.  

Before I proceed to introduce myself to the house, I will take this opportunity to acknowledge and pay tribute to 
two former members of the North Metropolitan Region who have both served this house and, indeed, the state of 
Western Australia in an exemplary manner over a number of years. I refer, of course, to Hon Ray Halligan and 
Hon George Cash. If it had not been for the retirement of these two esteemed gentlemen, I would not be standing 
here today, so, for that, I thank them, but the state of Western Australia owes both of them much more than my 
thanks.  

I long admired the energy and enthusiasm with which Hon Ray Halligan undertook his duties, especially in the 
area of participating strongly in and advocating for a large number of the ethnic communities and organisations 
based in the North Metropolitan Region and throughout the state. Ray served as shadow Minister for Citizenship 
and Multicultural Interests for a number of years. It was a role that he undertook with great pride and 
professionalism. The welfare and wellbeing of migrants and the advancement of ethnic interest groups is a 
subject that I am particularly interested in. If I can make a contribution in that area that comes even close to that 
of Ray Halligan�s, I will be very happy. I also know that Ray made a great contribution to the Parliament, 
serving on and chairing various committees from the day he was elected in 1997 right through to the expiration 
of his term last month. I wish him well in his future pursuits. I will not say �in his retirement� because he will, I 
am sure, still make a valued contribution to public life in his future endeavours.  

With regard to Hon George Cash, it is with much pride that I claim him as a friend, mentor and close confidante. 
He was a colleague and friend of my father�s, the late John Williams, who was a member of this house for 
18 years. I will speak more about dad later, but for the moment I will pay tribute to George and thank him from 
the bottom of my heart for the advice and guidance he has given me over the years, particularly in the past 
15 months when I made my decision to seek preselection for the 2008 state election. I have a very deep fondness 
for George and have valued the experiences we have shared over a long time. Growing up as a young Liberal in 
the 1970s and 1980s, George was also an enthusiastic supporter of our causes. I know that a number of my 
friends who have gone on to serve in Parliaments both here and in Canberra hold George in high regard and still 
seek out his guidance and counsel today, and will continue to do so for a long time. In fact, George returned to 
this place only days after his retirement to conduct a most worthwhile session for the newly inducted members of 
this house. To all new members I can wholeheartedly recommend that they take the time to read George�s 
valedictory remarks and take good note of what he said about the workings of this chamber and the Parliament in 
general. We all have a lot to learn. Without my own father here today to give me the advice I would seek about 
political life, I am lucky to count George as one of my friends and, in some ways, my surrogate father. Again, I 
will not wish him well in retirement, but wish him well in his future pursuits, which I know will be many and 
varied. Thank you, George. 

I also mention George�s daughter, Michaelia, who is today an extremely hardworking and popular member of 
the Australian Senate, representing Western Australia in the federal sphere. It is evident that the apple has not 
fallen far from the tree and the comparisons that are made between Michaelia and George are inevitable, but I 
know they are both very proud of their achievements and neither would mind being compared with the other. 
Michaelia also gave me invaluable advice and support in the months leading up to my election, for which I 
sincerely thank her. She is certainly her father�s daughter.  

Now let us talk about me. As I alluded to earlier, I have a keen interest in the welfare and wellbeing of migrants 
and ethnic communities in Western Australia. The main reason for this is that I am a migrant with a proud Welsh 
heritage and I am married to a migrant, an Iranian, whom I met whilst I was living in England and he was in 
France. The story of how we got together is a story for another time. We were married in Amiens in France and 
we both came to live in Australia in 1992. In 1994 my husband became an Australian citizen. I had taken 
citizenship with the rest of my family in 1975. Our son is a first-generation Australian.  

The most recent statistics from 2007 show that a large proportion of people living in the North Metropolitan 
Region, well over 55 per cent, originate from Europe. Without doubt, the largest of these groups has an Anglo 
Saxon-Celtic background, and this is the group to which I belong. Although my parentage is Welsh, I was born 
in England. Perhaps today it is not politically correct to use the term ten-pound Pom. I do not see it as a 
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derogatory phrase, and it is exactly what I am. I was reminded by my sister a few weeks ago that it was mum and 
dad who paid the £10 and the three kids came free, so in reality I suppose it makes me a freeloader, and some 
would say, �Quite appropriate for a politician.�  

I apologise if I offend anybody by using the phrase �ten-pound Pom�, but honourable members will come to 
learn over the next few years that I do not always do or say what is politically correct because I sincerely believe 
that we have gone overboard in the politically correct arena in recent times and we need to return to a time when 
commonsense and mutual respect automatically prevails, without compulsion or legislation being necessary.  

I came to Western Australia on board the Castel Felice, arriving on 6 July 1966 as a seven-year-old with my 
family�mum and dad, my older sister, Bronwen, and my younger brother, Rick, both of whom are in the gallery 
tonight. I remember our arrival at Fremantle most vividly, especially the excitement amongst all the children on 
board, when we first saw the lights of the city that was to become our home. The novelty in the very early hours 
of that morning soon wore off when we realised that in order to go through the necessary migration, quarantine 
and other sorts of checks, we had to stand in alphabetical order. Being the Williams family, we were waiting in 
line for quite some time. Apart from being a traditionalist, it is probably one of the reasons I took my husband�s 
surname when we married because now I am a Behjat, and the Bs are always up there in the front! 

Thank goodness times have changed, and today migrants arriving in Australia are processed in a much more 
timely and welcoming fashion, as long as they arrive using the legal channels available to them. Unlike many of 
our fellow passengers, we did not have to go to Graylands Migrant Hostel, for which I am extremely thankful, 
having visited families who did go there. We were fortunate to have relatives already in Perth who arranged a 
house for us to move into straightaway. It was, however, a great source of amusement to us children to learn that 
the house was in a place called �Innaloo�, a suburb name that for obvious reasons has always been a constant 
source of amusement to visitors and young children alike. Today I am very proud to say that Innaloo is part of 
my electorate and I am very happy to represent the good folk of that area. It is something that I certainly did not 
dream about back in the 1960s when I attended North Innaloo Primary School, which today is known as Yuluma 
Primary School. I have very fond memories of my primary school years at that school. The rest of my formative 
years, from 1971 onwards, were spent growing up in Floreat Park, and I attended Churchlands Senior High 
School for most of my high school years, after one year at Scarborough Senior High School.  

I have over the years worked in several different areas including the law as a paralegal specialising in 
conveyancing and commercial law; in the racing industry working in a thoroughbred bloodstock agency; in the 
hospitality and gaming industry in Tasmania and Perth, where I was the pre-opening coordinator and guest 
services manager of Burswood Casino. For the past 11 years I have worked as an electorate officer for several 
federal members of Parliament. As members can see, I have had a varied and quite diverse career path, which I 
believe will stand me in good stead for this new chapter of my working life. 

But why the Legislative Council? In 1971, my father, John Williams, was elected to the Legislative Council as a 
representative of what was then the Metropolitan Province. That entire province is today encompassed in the 
North Metropolitan Region and I am incredibly proud to say�those members who read �Inside Cover� this 
morning got the scoop�that I am led to believe that I am the first Liberal Party woman in Western Australia, if 
not the whole of Australia, to represent the same electorate as did her father. It is a badge of honour that I am 
very proud to wear. I know dad would be extremely proud of me if he was with us today. As a 12-year-old I sat 
in the public gallery, where a number of my friends are sitting this evening, and thought that one day I would 
like to sit down there in one of those big red chairs. Today is the fulfilment of that dream and words cannot 
describe the immense pride and humility I feel at this moment.  

Today I join a small group of Liberal women who have been and still are fortunate to serve as members of the 
Legislative Council. Since the formation of the Council there have been a total of 334 members, and of that 
number only 38 have been women, and of that 38 only 11 women have come from the conservative side of 
politics�and I am one of them. I know that that is not a great number, but I am proud to say that our numbers 
are growing and that we have achieved this, through the Liberal Party preselection process, on our own merits 
and not subject to any tokenism or affirmative action, as may be the case in other political parties. Although we 
lost one of our Liberal women at the last election with the retirement of Hon Barbara Scott, to whom I also pay 
tribute, we have gained two at this election, namely me and Hon Alyssa Hayden from the East Metropolitan 
Region. It is interesting to note today that the East Metropolitan Region is represented by five women members; 
the token male representative of the region, Hon Jock Ferguson, who sits on the other side, is therefore in very 
good company! With the male to female ratio of the house now standing at almost 50-50, we are in for some 
very interesting times.  

As I said previously, my family�s early days in Australia were exciting. It was fun growing up in a 
neighbourhood full of kids in a time when it was safe to run around the streets and local parks without our shoes 
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on and without the fear of treading on a hypodermic needle or of being abducted or assaulted or exposed to 
�stranger danger�. Growing up in those days a stranger was just a friend we had not met yet; sadly we cannot say 
the same thing today.  

There has without a doubt been an increase in violent crime in recent times and I know that law and order is a 
huge issue in the electorate. I am pleased to be part of a government that intends to address these issues. I do not 
intend to expand on this area today because the problems are probably larger than the time allotted. I will be 
working closely with the Attorney General and the Minister for Police to make a positive contribution in the 
months and years to come. But change cannot be brought about by legislation alone; there has to be a change in 
attitudes as well.  

The Huckleberry Finn idyllic childhood has been missing from our neighbourhoods for many years, but I am 
pleased to say that slowly, in some areas, especially in the streets where we live, in Madeley, there has been a 
return to the games of street cricket and tennis, and to children playing safely in their front gardens. I think the 
revival of playing out in the street with friends could be due in part to the welcome return of some of the old-
fashioned values, such as respect for elders and peers�values that seemed to have been lacking in the latter part 
of the twentieth century. If the attitudes and deeds of the generation to which my 11-year-old son belongs are 
anything to go by, we are starting to see definite change. Attitudes are changing.  

I am encouraged by some of the programs being run in our schools today, such as the Virtues Project, which I 
am familiar with through my son who attends Ashdale Primary School�a government school in the suburb of 
Darch, which is another great area of the North Metropolitan Region. Each fortnight, the students, under the 
guidance of their teachers and their peer support groups, concentrate on learning and practising one of the virtues 
from the project. The virtues are too numerous for me to list today in total, but examples include caring, 
compassion, consideration, diligence, enthusiasm, honesty, humility, humour, loyalty, justice, unity, and so the 
list goes on. In fact, when I was looking through the list to prepare for today�s speech, it struck me that the 
virtues that I have just mentioned are ones that we as members of Parliament should adopt and adhere to�
especially when it comes to the way in which we frame legislation and deal with each other during our debates 
and deliberations. I highly recommend the full list of virtues to all members and I am happy to pass it on later as 
compulsory reading if members wish.  

Some members may think it is an indictment of parents today that it is our teachers who are teaching our 
children virtues, and not the parents themselves, but perhaps some parents were not brought up this way and they 
in turn will now be learning from their children�this is not a bad thing. I pay tribute to all those who have taken 
up the vocation of teaching. I affirm that they are a precious commodity charged with the education of our future 
generations and I know that they all undertake their commitment to their vocation with the utmost of pride and 
professionalism. I know that I still think fondly about a number of my teachers from my schooldays and I thank 
them for the values that they, together with my parents, helped instil in me.  

In today�s hectic and electronic society we must ensure that we carry forward those old-fashioned values such as 
good manners, respect and caring for each other. These are the values that we must all hold dear, no matter what 
avenues we pursue in our daily life. If we do not maintain respect for ourselves and our fellow Australians 
regardless of creed, religion or colour, what hope have we got of maintaining the peace and the fantastic lifestyle 
that we all enjoy today?  

The lifestyle we enjoy is made richer and more interesting by the influx of the many ethnic groups that today 
form the diverse community to which we all now belong. It began back in the 1940s and 1950s with the Italian 
and Eastern European migrants fleeing post-World War II Europe looking for a fresh start. They brought with 
them their traditional values, love of family and of course the skills and work ethic that saw much of the Osborne 
Park-Balcatta area of the region quickly transformed into the market gardens and small businesses that flourished 
for a number of decades. Of course, they also brought with them the wonderful cuisines of their regions and if 
there is one thing that Australians have embraced wholeheartedly, it is the food and cafe lifestyle that our climate 
lends itself to so well. 

The 1960s and 1970s were not only a time for the ten-pound Poms to arrive, but the late 1970s also brought to 
our shores the Vietnamese fleeing an oppressive regime; unfortunately, the violation of human rights in Vietnam 
continues today. I acknowledge the tireless efforts of two people from my electorate, Hieu Tran and Dai Nguyen, 
whom I was lucky to come to know through my immediate-past employer, the hardworking federal member for 
Stirling, Michael Keenan, when he advocated, along with these men, for members of the Viet Tan who were 
imprisoned by the communist regime. Once again, people in this ethnic group brought with them family values 
and a strong work ethic and they continue to develop the market garden industry, which is still going strong 
today. A visit to the Wanneroo markets, again in the North Metropolitan Region, on any weekend gives 
testament to this.  
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In more recent times we have seen the arrival of people from the Middle East, the Horn of Africa and India. All 
of these groups are making a new home for their families whilst passing on to our community their diverse 
languages, cultural histories, cuisines and skill sets. Western Australia can only become richer for the 
contribution made by all of these groups. However, it has long been recognised that these different ethnic groups 
need support from the government in order to not only keep alive their heritage and traditions, but also assist 
them to integrate into Australian society. It is vitally important that we allow these groups to maintain their own 
cultural identities, but they must also be recognised as fellow Australians�not just by them becoming citizens 
but by acceptance by the community and integration into the Australian way of life. Funding for programs 
offered by the various ethnic associations to assist in migrant integration has been, up until the election of the 
Barnett government, a bit of a hit and miss affair and it was the squeakiest wheel that seemed to get the most oil. 
There also appeared to be a lack of accountability for funding received and criticism was levelled at the 
leadership of organisations that often seemed to have their own personal agendas for advancement and often 
promoted their own views before representing the views of their membership.  

Under the guidance of the Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests, Hon John Castrilli, we have seen 
long overdue reform to the way funding is delivered to ethnic groups through the advent of the Ethnic 
Organisations Fund. It is clear to the government that multicultural communities themselves clearly want 
change. After a series of extensive consultations, the funding model has been developed to allow triennial rather 
than annual funding, which gives the various ethnic groups more time to get on with delivering their programs 
instead of having to continually focus on applying for funding each year. These changes have been welcomed by 
the majority of ethnic community groups and are seen as a positive step to assist in the empowerment and 
advancement of these ethnic groups, something that has been lacking over the past decade. I look forward to 
working closely with the minister and all ethnic groups in the electorate to deliver the best possible outcomes to 
help them become more at home in our community. 

One of the great things about being a member of the Legislative Council is that we are able to use all of our life�s 
experiences to add value to our deliberations and decisions concerning the lives of all Western Australians, not 
just limited to those in the metropolitan area. This brings me to the part of my story that is about the Pilbara, a 
place that I hold dear for a number of reasons. In 2005 my husband took up a posting with the Australian 
Customs Service in Dampier, and we were very happy to fully embrace the wonderful lifestyle that can be 
enjoyed in towns such as Karratha, where we lived. We were very lucky because housing was provided to us at a 
very reasonable cost as part of the deal. I am fully aware that affordable housing for those who work in areas 
other than large mining companies and government departments is at a premium, but it is something that I am 
glad to say is being addressed by our current government in a number of ways. We were originally meant to be 
in Karratha for three years but we stayed for only 15 months. Our time was cut short for a couple of reasons but 
the main one was that due to a lack of medical facilities and associated support for families, we were unable to 
get the treatment required for our son for what was a relatively minor medical problem�minor if one lives in 
Perth but disastrous if one lives in the Pilbara. We made the only decision that we could and that was to return to 
Perth. We were lucky because we had the choice. However, many families living in that region cannot make the 
choice. We need families to stay in the Pilbara. It is incumbent on us as a government to make it better for them. 
I was delighted to see significant funding committed to the upgrade of Nickol Bay Hospital in Karratha in the 
most recent budget. No doubt the royalties for regions program will continue to deliver better services in all of 
those areas in the coming years. I was speaking with friends in Karratha recently, and they are excited about the 
future under the Liberal-National alliance.  

I do not bring to this place any fantastic blueprints, plans or grand schemes for the future of Western Australia. I 
will leave that part to others more qualified than me. However, I am certain that under the guidance and with the 
foresight and planning of our current Liberal government, I will be able to contribute to the groundwork that will 
see some wonderful advancements and developments made to both the physical and social infrastructure that 
will improve our already great way of life. I am extremely excited about the plans to sink the railway line in the 
centre of Perth in order to join the city to Northbridge. The future for this area is exciting and will certainly help 
breathe life into an area that can only currently be described as an eyesore in an otherwise beautiful city. I am 
also excited about plans to develop the foreshore of the Swan River, not in a fantastic or futuristic way as mooted 
by the previous government but in a way that is in keeping with the relaxed, laidback lifestyle that we cherish 
here in Perth. I would certainly like to see more places for families to gather and recreate but I would also like to 
see us develop more than just a Ferris wheel and a belltower to encourage tourists to come here and spend time 
at or on the Swan River. We need more casual dining and accommodation that utilises what the area has to offer. 
As the City of Perth is contained within the North Metropolitan Region, I will save more detailed discussions of 
future plans for another time.  

I am also looking forward to developments that will be put in place along the coastal areas of my electorate, in 
particular, redevelopment of the Scarborough waterfront area under the care and guidance of the hardworking 
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popular member for Scarborough, my colleague from the other place Liza Harvey. The proposal for the Ocean 
Reef marina development is also exciting and one I know that Albert Jacob has worked diligently for in his 
previous life as a councillor for the City of Joondalup and now as the member for Ocean Reef. All these 
developments will be good for residents and tourists alike. Ours is a vibrant state that needs to move forward in 
the way of development whilst remaining conscious of the fragile ecosystem along the coast, but I think we can 
achieve this through collaboration and cooperation between the various interest groups. 

What I do bring with me today is a sense of immense pride, gratitude and anticipation. I am proud to be a 
member of the Liberal Party, proud to be part of the Colin Barnett government and incredibly proud to be a 
member of the Legislative Council. The gratitude I feel is firstly to my parents John and Sylvia for giving me a 
wonderful start in life and to my sister Bronwen, brother Rick and their spouses James and Sue, who together 
with their children and my husband and son make up a family that is full of love, laughter, guidance, friendship 
and the occasional squabble; gratitude, secondly, to my friends, many of whom are here tonight in the gallery, 
and in particular, I mention my dear personal friends, Kim and Penny Keogh, Wendy Gillan and Rachael 
Turnseck, Liza and Hal Harvey, Betty and Jack, Mark Trowell and Chris Lawford, thank you for being my 
friends and for keeping me grounded and in touch with reality, something I hope you will continue to do well 
into the future.  

I express my thanks and gratitude to the members of the Liberal Party who sat on my preselection committee and 
who were willing to listen to my request for them to be bold and to choose a representative who may not have 
been the one they originally had in mind. I promise not to let them down. Special thanks also to Danielle Blain, 
Robyn Nolan and the Liberal Women�s Council. Their support is much appreciated. 

I would also like to pay tribute to two federal members of Parliament whom I previously worked for. I am very 
proud to say that I worked for the former Senator Chris Ellison and the current member for Canning, Don 
Randall. To Chris and Don, both of you have played a pivotal role in my journey to this place and I sincerely 
thank you both for your guidance, friendship and encouragement in seeking my own political career. Thank you 
also to the members of the Stirling division of the Liberal Party, my home division, especially Marie Grout and 
Anne Johnson, both wonderful women who continue to amaze us all with their enthusiasm and drive, especially 
when it comes to elections and fundraising activities. I also acknowledge Hon James Clarko, a former Speaker of 
the Legislative Assembly who is here tonight and who was a great friend of my dad and one of my referees for 
preselection. Thank you, Jim.  
I make mention of my staff�my electorate officer, Lisa Yarwood, and my research officer, Mark Davidson, 
who have made the leap of faith to join team Behjat. I thank you for the commitment you have shown already 
and I hope that ours is a long and happy association.  

There are so many more people that I could thank but time does not permit, and I am frightened that I would 
leave someone out. One of the drawbacks of being a migrant and married to a migrant is that at times like this 
not all of your family and friends can be with you. Tonight I send a special message to everyone watching on the 
internet in England and Wales, especially my great Uncle Arthur�everyone needs an Uncle Arthur�and to my 
dear friends and family in Nashville and Iran. I love you all and wish you were here.  

I have saved the most important bit until last. To my wonderful husband, Reza, and my darling son, Ali: without 
the unfailing and unconditional love and support that you both give to me, none of this would have been 
possible. You are both my treasured loves and I thank you for believing in me. I promise in front of all these 
witnesses tonight to never lose sight of the fact that you are the most important people in my life and that without 
you I am nothing. We are on this journey together as a team and I love you both very much.  

Finally, the anticipation of what the future holds is enormous as I embark on this latest journey, which is a 
fulfilment of a lifelong ambition. I promise that I will faithfully serve the people of Western Australia as their 
representative in this place for as long as they will permit me. I look forward to a long and happy association 
with you all. Thank you.  
[Applause.]  

HON ED DERMER (North Metropolitan) [9.00 pm]: In addressing the Estimates of Revenue and 
Expenditure � Consolidated Fund Estimates 2009-2010, I intend to focus on a matter that amounts to a very 
small part of expenditure but a matter of great significance to the people concerned. I seek to explain to the 
house an urgent need that came to my attention because of the location of my electorate office. My electorate 
office is located on the corner of Collier Avenue and Amelia Street, Balcatta. The corner of my electorate office 
is opposite the Northlands Plaza Shopping Centre, which runs along the northern side of Amelia Street between 
Wanneroo Road and Main Street. The need that I wish to address tonight was brought to my attention by my 
particularly astute electorate and research officers, Dr John Crouch and Mrs Jane Saunders. The need that I am 
hoping to address is visible from the windows of my electorate office. A large number of people in my electorate 
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have the misfortune of very significant disabilities. Of most concern to Mrs Saunders, Dr Crouch and I is the 
enormous risk and danger that these people face daily when they endeavour to negotiate Collier Avenue and 
across Amelia Street to access the Northlands Plaza Shopping Centre. Mrs Saunders, Dr Crouch and I have 
witnessed many near misses with cars almost colliding with people. Fortunately, we have not yet witnessed a 
collision.  

Every time we see this happen, we become very concerned. On a number of occasions we have escorted people 
back to their homes after they have become very distressed following a near miss or other unfortunate incident. I 
am talking about many different people with different disabilities�sight, hearing, mobility and, in some cases, 
intellectual capacity. Often, and most dangerously, the people I am concerned about have a combination of 
disabilities. This adds to the hazard when they endeavour to negotiate these roads. There are many examples of 
people with wheelchairs�some propelled by hand, others motorised. A lady whom I see regularly riding a large 
tricycle endeavours to negotiate Amelia Street, which is a very busy street, to get to the shopping centre. There 
are two points on Amelia Street, between Wanneroo Road and Main Street where cars can enter and exit the 
shopping centre. Once people negotiate their way to the shopping centre, they face the shopping centre car park. 
It is very difficult to illustrate this without a map, but the various lines of entry and exit on Amelia Street and 
along Collier Avenue towards Amelia Street are difficult for any able-bodied person to negotiate let alone a 
person with a disability. If we consider a person who has a serious disability, often compounded by more than 
one disability, it becomes a very frightening and dangerous experience.  

I remember on one occasion looking out the window of my electorate office and seeing a car suspended across 
the median island. It had been going too fast, had broken into a skid and was suspended across the median island 
that runs down the middle of Amelia Street. I am trying to think what it must be like. It is impossible for anyone 
to imagine going through this very hazardous environment with disabilities that affect sight, hearing and 
mobility. It really is a frightening and dangerous situation. I cannot imagine because I cannot experience it. I can 
only try to imagine the degree of fear; and, sadly, fear that is based on real risk and real danger to the people 
concerned.  

On 5 March this year I conducted an on-site examination of the various hazards confronting people who go 
down Collier Avenue and cross Amelia Street to access the shopping centre. I was joined by one of my staff, 
Dr Crouch. Mrs Saunders had done a lot of work to make sure that I was fully familiar with all the experiences 
as well. While she was attending the office, Dr Crouch and I visited each of the points along these two streets 
that I believe are a hazard. We were joined by officers from the City of Stirling�Mr Geoff Eves, the director of 
infrastructure management; Mr Paul Giamov, a traffic design engineer; and Mr Terence Pailing, a design 
manager engineer. We were also very fortunate to be joined by Mr Alex Clark. He is a local resident, a very 
active citizen and a man who generously gives of his time to fellow citizens in the general community. He is a 
gentleman who is a very effective advocate for people with disabilities. He is a member of the advisory council 
to the Minister for Disability Services. Mr Clark is profoundly deaf. He was able to join us for the examination 
of Collier Avenue and Amelia Street. His wisdom and his personal experience gave the rest of us an insight�as 
best he could and as best we could understand, without having disabilities ourselves�of how difficult it is for 
people with disabilities to negotiate Collier Avenue and Amelia Street. I appreciate the attention that Mr Clark 
and the City of Stirling officers gave to these issues. We were able to identify a number of hazards and potential 
solutions were discussed at this examination that we conducted on 5 March.  

Most of the potential solutions are matters for the City of Stirling. They are within the city�s area of 
responsibility and it has the resources to attend to those matters. The City of Stirling is still considering most of 
these items, and I am looking forward to the results of its consideration. Three of the potential solutions to help 
overcome these problems for the people concerned are for the consideration of Main Roads and the Minister for 
Transport. One concern related to the location of a 60-kilometre-an-hour sign on the section of Amelia Street 
between Wanneroo Road and Main Street. That sign was right next to the main area where people cross Amelia 
Street. We were concerned that it was giving the wrong signal. There is a sign on Amelia Street that says 
�disabled people crossing� but that gave a mixed message. There was also a sign, right near the point where 
people cross, that indicated it is a 60-kilometre-an-hour zone. The City of Stirling agreed that was a concern, and 
it raised the matter with Main Roads. Main Roads has agreed to move the 60-kilometre-an-hour sign. It has been 
moved further away from the main point where people cross Amelia Street. I am pleased that that has occurred. 
My other big concern is the fact that 60 kilometres an hour is allowed on that part of Amelia Street. 

My initial request was for a Stop sign where Collier Avenue meets Amelia Street. It was pointed out to me that 
that was outside the regulations that govern the location of Stop signs. We modified that request to a Give Way 
sign on the corner, with the appropriate road markings. The City of Stirling recommended the installation of the 
Give Way sign, as did I. According to a letter dated 4 June that I received from the Minister for Transport, for 
which I thank the minister, the installation work for the Give Way sign and the road markings will commence in 
what was described as the next few weeks�that is, from 4 June.  
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The progress with both of these partial solutions is appreciated. However, my third request�I believe this to be 
the most important request to the Minister for Transport and to Main Roads WA�appears to be still under 
consideration. On 20 March I wrote to the Minister for Transport requesting consideration by the minister and 
Main Roads of a reduction in the speed limit to 40 kilometres an hour for that part of Amelia Street that lies 
alongside the Northlands Plaza Shopping Centre between Main Street and Wanneroo Road. I am looking 
forward to receiving a reply and hope that it will indicate agreement to a reduction in the existing 60-kilometre-
an-hour speed limit because I believe there is a very urgent need for that reduction. The existing 60-kilometre-
an-hour speed limit on that section of Amelia Street is entirely inappropriate and highly dangerous. As I have 
explained before, that part of Amelia Street contains added complexity due to the two connections to the 
shopping centre car park, both of which allow for entry and exit, and due to the adjoining streets such as Collier 
Avenue. Given the large number of people in that area with disabilities, a 60-kilometre-an-hour speed limit is, as 
I say, entirely inappropriate and very dangerous. Northlands Plaza is quite a significant shopping centre.  

I understand that, technically, the people in wheelchairs and those relying on other devices are regarded as 
pedestrians, although they tend to go up and down Collier Avenue rather than use the footpath. There are reasons 
for that. There is concern for people who might be using a wheelchair on the footpath, for example, where the 
footpath is set against the fences of homes. They are not easily visible and are unable to see vehicles coming in 
and out of the driveways. They therefore tend to go up and down Collier Avenue, which I am sure may not be 
appropriate, but that is what they do. They are at risk and we need to do everything we can to attend to it. I am 
concerned that cars turning into Collier Avenue from Amelia Street are a risk to people coming down Collier 
Avenue in wheelchairs or with the aid of other devices. If we were to lower the speed limit on Amelia Street, the 
cars coming into Collier Avenue would be travelling at a lesser speed. If 60 kilometres an hour is inappropriate 
for a regular suburban street where the speed limit is usually 50 kilometres an hour, that 60 kilometres an hour is 
definitely inappropriate in Amelia Street between Wanneroo Road and Main Street alongside this important 
shopping centre.  

If the speed limit could be reduced, naturally, not everyone would comply with it. There is a tendency for some 
people to drive at some speed in excess of the official speed limit. For some, it is slightly in excess of the limit; 
for others, it is greater. Obviously, if we lowered the official speed limit�I think the appropriate speed limit for 
that part of Amelia Street is 40 kilometres an hour�the larger part of the driving population would comply and 
would certainly travel at less than the current speed limit of 60 kilometres an hour. If the speed limit was lower, 
there would be less probability of an accident occurring. If an accident did occur, the physical impact on the 
people involved, bearing in mind that my main concern is for pedestrians, would be dreadful for anyone, but 
would be less likely to be lethal. My greater hope is, of course, that with a lower speed limit, there would be 
more chance of people successfully applying the brakes and avoiding an accident.  

When Mrs Saunders, Dr Crouch and I hear the screech of brakes and see these near miss incidents from the 
window of my electorate office, we find it frightening, yet we are safe in the office. How much more frightening 
is it for people who are endeavouring to get to the shops, who often suffer impediments to their senses and lack 
mobility and for whom what seems like a fairly simple exercise to all of us is a matter of great hazard? It is also 
a matter of enormous importance. Many of them are not able to drive a car and find that their disability restricts 
their life in many ways. Access to the Northlands Plaza Shopping Centre is probably a big part of their getting 
out. There are many of them; it is very important to them; and their life is in jeopardy. I am pleased the Minister 
for Transport is listening because, obviously, he has that more immediate responsibility.  

I have received letters from constituents pointing out the difficulty for them. In one instance a letter from a carer 
points out the difficulty for an elderly lady who is significantly sight impaired. Obviously, the visible evidence is 
before me and my hardworking electorate officers. But I wanted evidence that I could document, so I wrote to 
the Minister for Disability Services and the Minister for Housing and Works to see what information they could 
provide me about this particular concentration of people with serious disabilities in the area around the 
Northlands Plaza Shopping Centre on Amelia Street. I was very grateful to get sensible replies from both 
ministers, which I would like to share with the house. On 24 March the Minister for Disability Services, Hon 
Simon O�Brien, wrote to me as follows � 

Dear Ed  

Thank you for your letter dated 6 March 2009 and for your ongoing interest in the safety and wellbeing 
of people with disabilities in your region.  

I requested that the Disability Services Commission prepare a statistical profile of the area you 
indicated, bounded by Main Street, Amelia Street, Wanneroo Road and Morley Drive in Balcatta.  

I chose those streets because it is a fairly well defined area and, I believe, one in which there is likely to be quite 
a number of pedestrians, walking, using a wheelchair or using a similar device to access the shopping centre. It 
continues � 
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Using a combination of data from the Commission and from the Australian Bureau of Statistics I am 
able to confirm that this area does have a high proportion of residents who have a disability and require 
assistance.  

It is a level of disability that requires assistance. The letter continues � 

Within Western Australia about three per cent of the population has what is described as a �profound 
and severe core activity limitation� and requires assistance with daily activities.  

Within the area you indicated, about seven per cent of the local residents � or 99 people, have a 
disability and require daily assistance including the use of mobility aids.  

The rate of people with such disabilities in the general state population is three per cent, and in this particular 
area it is seven per cent�more than double. Seven per cent may not sound enormous, but the other 93 per cent, 
if we like, are people for whom a trip to the Northlands shopping centre is probably a less significant part of their 
daily lives because many other people would be driving further afield and have access to activities that many 
people with such profound disabilities do not have. The letter continues � 

This is a greater proportion of the population than either Western Australia generally or the Stirling 
Local Government area in which about four per cent of the population has a disability.  

The general figure for the state is three per cent, the general figure for Stirling local government is four percent, 
and in the particular area bounded by the streets I mentioned, seven per cent of people have this level of 
disability. Naturally, I have passed this letter and the letter that I will refer to in a minute from the Minister for 
Housing and Works to the City of Stirling for them to consider in their deliberations about the other possible 
solutions that could contribute to enhancing the safety of these people. 

Returning to the Minister for Disability Services� letter, he stated � 

While a proportion of the residents in the area described are people who are ageing, at least half are 
younger people with disabilities who live in supported accommodation homes immediately within the 
area around Collier Avenue and Amelia Street. These include homes operated by i.d.entity WA, WA 
Blue Sky, The Cerebral Palsy Centre and the Brightwater Care facility for younger people. In all there 
are six group homes north of Green Avenue. Residents from these homes may well be the people you 
observe from your electorate office. 

I hope this information is useful to you and I thank you again for your ongoing interest in the wellbeing 
of people with disabilities in your electoral region. 

I wrote to these two ministers before I wrote to the Minister for Transport on 20 March to request a reduction in 
the speed limit, because my original intention was to obtain the information to pass on to the City of Stirling. 
Having received the information, it reinforced the point even more strongly about the need to also reduce the 
speed limit in the section of Amelia Street in question. I received a letter dated 6 May from Rachael Turnseck, 
the principal policy adviser to the minister for various ministries�Treasurer, Minister for Commerce; Science 
and Innovation�in his capacity as Minister for Housing and Works. The letter states � 

Dear Mr Dermer 

On behalf of the Minister, thank you for your letter regarding people with disabilities living in close 
proximity to Northlands Shopping Centre in Balcatta. 

The Minister shares your concern for those pedestrians with serious disabilities trying to negotiate the 
busy intersection and is advised that the Department of Housing owns 230 properties in the vicinity. Of 
these properties, the Department has identified 107 tenants who receive the Disability Support Pension 
(DSP). 

In addition, the Minister is advised that the Department leases 28 properties to external agencies such as 
Uniting Care West, I.D. Entity of WA, Cerebral Palsy Association of WA, Bridgewater Association, 
Autism Association, Disability Services Commission, Nascha Inc, WA Blue Sky Inc, Foundation 
Housing and Wesley Housing. 

What we are talking about, as I understand it, are organisations that lease their properties from the Department of 
Housing to provide them as accommodation for people with a range of disabilities. The number of organisations 
in the area in question gives members an idea of the types of disabilities that people need to deal with in their 
lives, including when they are trying to negotiate their way to the shopping centre, which is something simple 
that gives many people great pleasure.  

I remember the day that Dr Crouch and I escorted a young lady back to her home who had been through a 
stressful situation�to actually live the experience gives people some understanding. My endeavours to express 
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that to the house tonight are obviously limited, but I will do my best and, again, I am very pleased that the 
Minister for Transport and Minister for Disability Services�it happens to be the same man holding both those 
portfolios�is listening tonight. 

Hon Simon O�Brien: I am taking it all in and I will respond in due course. Obviously, I will not respond by 
interjection.  

Hon ED DERMER: Other than that very brief one, which is appreciated, minister. 

It is interesting that the minister holds both those portfolios. I am sure that is entirely coincidental to the needs of 
these people who are endeavouring to access the Northlands Plaza Shopping Centre, but it gives me great hope. I 
know that the minister takes all his work very seriously, and having the disability services portfolio will give him 
an intimacy in understanding the needs of people with disabilities and having the transport portfolio will give 
him an understanding of what can be done to make their lives safer and less fearful. I am hopeful and confident 
that he will bring both those aspects together with a sensible solution, a big part of which, in my view, is 
reducing the speed limit on that part of Amelia Street. I implore the minister to take into account the 
understanding that I endeavour to share with the house�an understanding based on direct observation and 
experience and now evidence that has been very helpfully provided to me by the minister as the Minister for 
Disability Services and by the principal policy adviser to the Minister for Housing and Works. I am very grateful 
for getting that hard information that backs up what Mrs Saunders, Dr Crouch and I can see from our office and 
local residents, such as Mr Clark, who are also aware of this desperate need. I hope and pray that appropriate 
action will be taken before an impending disaster that we so often anticipate occurs. I do not know how more 
clearly I can illustrate the gravity of the request that I am making. Hopefully, the minister and Main Roads 
Western Australia can be persuaded to assist by reducing the speed limit on that part of Amelia Street. I think 
that I am now finding myself making this point for not the first time, which is a signal to me that I have covered 
what I wanted to say.  

Another thing that I would be very pleased to have occur would be if the minister, perhaps with senior people 
from Main Roads, came to visit us on the corner of Collier Avenue and Amelia Street. I would be delighted to 
walk the minister and whichever officers from his department or Main Roads he might like to bring along with 
him, through each of the points of concern that we hold, perhaps, in a similar way to what we did with the 
officers from the City of Stirling and Mr Clark in March. I am very pleased that today I was able to contact one 
of the ward councillors, Cr Peter Rose, who will join me for a similar inspection of the area on Thursday 
morning. Coming out to the site with senior officers from Main Roads would at least probably be more effective 
than my words tonight in illustrating the desperate need and the importance of doing whatever can be done for 
these people, for whom life has thrown up special challenges, to enjoy their very basic right of accessing the 
local shopping centre without fearing for their lives. 

Hon Simon O�Brien: If I may by way of brief interjection, what the member is saying is an admirable reflection 
of concern for his constituents, which has been noted. It was my intention to talk to the member privately about 
that. However, I will just mention briefly that I have asked departmental officers to research this matter. They 
have been out on-site and have provided me with a report with photos and so forth, and I will communicate their 
advice to the member forthwith. 

Hon ED DERMER: I am very pleased that has happened. I think the opportunity to meet those senior officers, 
hopefully with the minister, and to walk those streets and paths and perhaps even meet some of the people 
concerned would be of additional assistance in researching and clarifying the urgency and the gravity of the need 
that I endeavour to bring to the house�s attention. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Ken Baston. 
 


